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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

During Fiscal Year (FY) 1994-95, 3,592 (Table 4B) Agency Adoptions were completed
in California.  This is a 4% decline from those completed in FY 1993-94.  The number of
children placed for adoption decreased also, by approximately 2% from 3654 to 3563
(Table 1).  The number of children accepted for adoptive study increased by
approximately 18% from 5,691 to 6,728 (Table 1).  The number of children legally freed
for adoption increased from 3,584 to 3,704 (Table 4).

There was a decrease of 474, or 18%, from FY 1993-94 in the number of petitions
(applications) received for Independent Adoptions.  There was also a corresponding
decrease in the number of approved court reports filed (children placed in independent
adoptive homes).  There were 1,850 approved court reports filed for FY 1994-95 as
compared to 2,443 approved in FY 1993-94.  This represents a decrease of 593 (or 24%)
court reports filed from the past FY.



Description of Program

Five adoption programs are available in California:

•Agency (Relinquishment) Adoption - Adoption of children who have been
relinquished by their natural parent or parents to a licensed adoption agency for
adoptive placement.

•Independent Adoption - Adoption in which the natural parents place a child directly
with persons of their choice.

•Step-Parent Adoption - Adoption of the children of one's spouse.

•Intercountry Adoption - Adoption of certain foreign-born children by married
couples or single persons over the age of 25 through the Intercountry Adoption
Program.

•Adult Adoption - Adoption of one adult by another adult.

In terms of numbers, the two principal types of adoption programs supervised by the
Adoptions Branch of the Department of Social Services are the Agency (Relinquishment)
Adoption Program and the Independent Adoption Program.

An Agency (Relinquishment) Adoption is one in which children are placed through a
licensed adoption agency to which the child to be adopted has been relinquished by its
natural parents or in which, due to abuse or neglect, parental rights have been terminated
by court action.  The term "relinquishment" refers to either a legal document  signed by a
parent and the adoption agency which has agreed to accept the child for adoptive
placement, or to the court action terminating parental rights.  The relinquishment
terminates parental responsibility  for the care and custody of the child and transfers this
responsibility to the adoption agency.  Persons who wish to adopt a child may contact an
adoption agency and make an application to adopt.  When an application is accepted, the
agency makes a study of the family,  including an evaluation of the kind of child the
family can accept.  The relinquished child is then placed with a family suitable to meet
the needs of the child.  Adoptive placement through relinquishment of a child to a
licensed adoption agency provides certain advantages for both the natural and adopting
parents, such as:  studies by adoption workers to determine the needs of the child, the
potentialities of the adopting parents before a child is placed, and the continuing
availability of agency services throughout the adoption process.

Cooperative Placements are placements of children in adoptive homes in which one
agency has the child in need of a home and another agency has the home in which the
child is placed.  The placement involves the cooperation of the two agencies.  This is in
contrast to other placements in which the child and the adoptive home originate within
the same agency.

An Independent Adoption is one in which the child's birth parent(s) select the adoptive
family and place the child, usually by signing a formal Independent Adoption Placement
Agreement, with the family without the assistance of an adoption agency.  Parents who
have not signed a placement agreement must formally consent to the adoption in writing
before the adoption can be granted.  After the child is placed, the adopting parents file a



petition to adopt with the court.  The department of delegated county adoption agency
then conducts a study of the prospective adoptive parents to determine their suitability as
adoptive parents and of the child to determine if he or she is a proper subject for adoption.
The department or county adoption agency reports the findings of the study to the court
and recommends that the petition be granted or denied.

The Intercountry Adoption Program enables a California resident(s) to adopt foreign-
born children through California adoption agencies licensed to provide intercountry
adoption services.  The adoption is either completed in California or completed abroad in
the child's native country under the laws of the foreign country.  Federal law makes
special immigration visas available for such children.

The parent(s) who adopts a foreign-born child in California, and the parent(s) who plans
to adopt a foreign-born child abroad, is required to have a home study conducted by a
California private adoption agency licensed by the Department of Social Services to
specifically provide intercountry adoption services.

The foreign-born child may be referred to the California adoption agency licensed to
provide intercountry adoption services by international adoption agencies.  Also, the
foreign-born child may be a child personally known to the person(s) wishing to adopt
him/her, or may be related to the person(s) wishing to adopt him/her.

The parent(s) who wants to adopt a foreign-born child must meet California's preadoption
requirements.  Once these have been met, the California adoption agency licensed to
provide intercountry adoption services certifies that this information is correct to the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).  This initiates the Federal process for the
issuance of a visa for the child to enter the United States.

If the foreign-born child is to be adopted in California, the California adoption agency
licensed to provide intercountry adoption services provides postplacement supervision
until the adoption is finalized.  If the child was adopted in his/her foreign country and the
parent(s) wants to readopt the child in California, postplacement supervision is provided
by the same adoption agency that provided the certification to INS that California's
preadoption requirements have been met.

Licensed Public adoption agencies are operated in the following 28 California counties:

Alameda Marin San Bernardino Santa Clara
Contra Costa Merced San Diego* Santa Cruz
El Dorado Monterey San Francisco Shasta
Fresno Orange San Joaquin Solano
Imperial Placer San Luis Obispo Stanislaus
Kern Riverside San Mateo Tulare
Los Angeles* Sacramento Santa Barbara Ventura

*These counties have been delegated responsibility by the California Department of
Social Services for making the study and reporting to the court on independent adoption
petitions filed by persons who are residents of the county.

In addition to these agencies, the California Department of Social Services provides
Agency and Independent adoption services through district offices located in Chico,
Fresno, Sacramento, and Santa Rosa.  Independent adoption services only are provided
through the Los Angeles and Oakland district offices.



Licensed Private adoption agencies include:

AASK Family Connections**
Accept** The Family Network, Inc.**
Adopt International Good Samaritan Homes
Adoption Center Foster Family Agency Hand in Hand Foundation
Adoption Connection Help the Children, Inc.*
Adoption Horizons** Heritage Adoption Services**
Adoption Services International** Holt International Children's Services

South**
Adoptions Unlimited, Inc.** Holy Family Counseling /Adoptions

Srvcs.**
Bal Jagat Incorporated** Independent Adoption Center, Inc.
Bay Area Adoption Services,
Incorporated**

Indian Child and Family Services

Bethany Christian Service North and South Infant of Prague Adoption Service
Black Adoption Placement and Research
Center

Institute for Black Parenting International
Christian Adoptions**

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
SF**

International Christian Adoptions**

Catholic Charities Adoption Agency Jewish Family and Children Services
Children's Bureau of Los Angeles Kinship Center**
Children's Home Society of California
(23 offices in 4 regions)**

Latter Day Saints Social Services -
California North** and South**

Christian Adoption and Family Services Life Adoption Services, Incorporated**
Chrysalis House** Lilliput Children's Services
El Centro Human Services North Bay Adoptions**
Families First Partners for Adoption**
Families for Children Sierra Adoption Services**
Family Builders by Adoption Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services

** These agencies provide intercountry adoption services.

Note:  The statistical information in this publication is based on reports submitted by
Adoption agencies  (public and private) on the Form AD 56 series of reports and on Form
AD 202B.  Please refer to the source guide on the last page of this publication for more
information.  For additional information contact:

California Department of Social Services
Information Services Bureau

(916) 653-4180
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ADOPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA

SOURCE NOTE

The statistical tables in this publication are based on information reported by adoption agencies to
the California  Department of Social Services on the AD-56 series of reports and on form AD 202B.

Table 1.

Form AD 56C, Adoption Placement Services - Relinquishment Program Quarterly Statistical
Report.

Table 2.

Form AD 56A, Applications and Homes Approved for Adoptive Placements - Relinquishment
Program Quarterly Statistical Report.

Tables 3 and 3A.

Form AD 56E, Services to Other Agencies, and Post-Adoption Services on the Relinquishment and
Independent Programs - Quarterly Statistical Report.

Tables 4, 4A, and 4B.

Form AD 56C.

Table 5.

Form AD 56A.

Tables 6, 6A, and 6B.

Form AD 56C, Part D.

Tables 7.

Form AD 56C, Part C.

Table 8.

Form AD 56D, Quarterly Statistical Report on Independent Adoptions.

Table 9.

Form AD 56E.

Tables 10 and 10A.

Form AD 202B, Intercountry Adoptions Program - Quarterly Statistical Report.
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